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Country Dialling Code (Tel/Fax): ++506 
Costa Rica Tourist Board: Edificio Genaro Valverde, Calles 5 y 7 Avenida 4, 
San José Tel: 223 1733 Fax: 223 5452 E-mail: info@tourism-costarica.com Website: 
www.tourism-costarica.com  
Capital: San José Time: GMT - 6 
Background: Costa Rica is a Central American success story: since the late 19th 
century, only two brief periods of violence have marred its democratic development. 
Although still a largely agricultural country, it has achieved a relatively high standard of 
living. Land ownership is widespread. Tourism is a rapidly expanding industry.  
Location: Middle America, bordering both the Caribbean Sea and the North Pacific 
Ocean, between Nicaragua and Panama  
Map References: Central America and the Caribbean  
Area: total: 51,100 sq km land: 50,660 sq km water: 440 sq km note: includes Isla del 
Coco  
Climate: tropical and subtropical; dry season (December to April); rainy season (May 
to November); cooler in highlands  
Terrain: coastal plains separated by rugged mountains  
Natural Resources: hydropower  
Population: 3,710,558 (July 2000 est.)  
Nationality: noun: Costa Rican(s) adjective: Costa Rican  
Ethnic Groups: white (including mestizo) 94%, black 3%, Amerindian 1%, Chinese 
1%, other 1%  
Religions: Roman Catholic 85%, Evangelical Protestant, approximately 14%, other 
less than 1%  
Languages: Spanish (official), English spoken around Puerto Limon  
Economy: Costa Rica's basically stable economy depends on tourism, agriculture, 
and electronics exports. Poverty has been substantially reduced over the past 15 
years, and a strong social safety net has been put into place. Economic growth has 
rebounded from -0.9% in 1996 to 4% in 1997, 6% in 1998, and 7% in 1999. Inflation 
rose to 22.5% in 1995, dropped to 11.1% in 1997, 12% in 1998, and 11% in 1999. 
Large government deficits - fueled by interest payments on the massive internal debt - 
have undermined efforts to maintain the quality of social services. Curbing inflation, 
reducing the deficit, and improving public sector efficiency remain key challenges to 
the government. Political resistance to privatization has stalled liberalization efforts.  
Industries: microprocessors, food processing, textiles and clothing, construction 
materials, fertilizer, plastic products  
Currency: 1 Costa Rican colon (C) = 100 centimos  
Railways: total: 950 km narrow gauge: 950 km 1.067-m gauge (260 km electrified)  
Highways: total: 37,273 km paved: 7,827 km unpaved: 29,446 km (1998 est.)  
Waterways: about 730 km, seasonally navigable  
Ports and Harbors: Caldera, Golfito, Moin, Puerto Limon, Puerto Quepos, 
Puntarenas  
Airports: 155 (1999 est.) Airports - with paved runways: total: 28 2,438 to 3,047 m: 2 
1,524 to 2,437 m: 1 914 to 1,523 m: 18 under 914 m: 7 (1999 est.) Airports - with 
unpaved runways: total: 127  
914 to 1,523 m: 29 under 914 m: 98 (1999 est.) 
Visa: a passport valid for 6 months is required from all, except nationals of the UK 

and its dependencies and nationals of America and Canada carrying proof of identity. 
Duty Free: permitted goods: 500 cigarettes, 3 litres of alcoholic beverages, a 
reasonable quantity of perfume for personal use. 
Health: typhoid and polio precautions. Malaria risk through out the year. Water is 
heavily chlorinated and may cause stomach upsets. 
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NICOYA 
HOTEL VILLAS PLAYA SAMARA, NICOYA, Tel: +506 6560102, E-mail: 

htlvilla@sol.racsa.co.cr,  Web site: www.greenarrow.com/travel/samara.htm  

PLAYA FLAMINGO 
FLAMINGO MARINA, Tel: +506 290 1858, Web site: 

hotflamsol@racsa.co.cr   

PLAYA JUNQUILLAL 
ANTUMALAL, Tel: +506 6530425, E-mail: antumalal@sol.racsa.co.cr, E-mail: 

www.antumalal.com  

PLAYA TAMARINDO 
EL MILAGRO, Playa Tamarindo, Tel: 506 6530042, E-mail: 

fiokiro@soi.racsa.co.cr  
JARDIN DEL EDEN, PLAYA TAMARINDO, Tel: +506 6530137, E-mail: 

hotel@jardin-eden.com  Web site: www.jardin-eden.com  
LUNA LLENA, Calle Real 1, 5150 PLAYA TAMARINDO, Tel: +506 6530082, 

E-mail: lunallena@yellowweb.co.cr  

PUNTARENAS 
FIESTA RESORT, , Tel: +506 6630808, E-mail: fiesta@sol.racsa.co.cr  
MONTANA MONTEVERDE, Tel: +506 6455046, E-mail: 

monteverde@ticonet.co.cr , www.ticonet.co.cr/monteverde   
PUNTA LEONA, PUNTARENAS, Tel: +506 2313131, E-mail: 

puntaleo@sol.racsa.co.cr , Web site: www.westnet.com/costarica  
WILDERNESS RESORT, Palmar Norte, Puntarenas, Tel: +506 7712436, 

E-mail: hdrake@ticonet.co.cr , Web site: www.drakebay.com  
QUEPOS, Villas Nicolas, Apartado 236, Tel: +506 506 7770481, e-MAIL: 

SALES@VILLASNICOLAS.COM , Web site: www.villasnicolas.com  

SAN JOSÉ  
ADVENTURE INN,Ciudad Cariari, San Jose, Costa Rica, Tel:506 2239 2633,  

Fax:506 2293 2778, http://www.adventure-inn.com  

COSTA RICA 

 

Jaco Fiesta Hotel 
J a c o  

C o s t a  R i c a ,  Puntarenas 

T e l :  5 0 6 - 6 4 3  3 1 4 7 / 3 2 4 3  
F a x :  5 0 6 - 6 4 3  3 1 4 8  

INFO@COSTARICAHOTELS.TRAVEL  
 

LUXURY OCEAN FRONT (1190). 
NEAREST BEACH TO AIRPORT, AIR-

CONDITION, CABLE TV, REFRIGERATOR, 
PHONES. RESTAURANT, LONUNGE, 

DISCO, CASINO, 4 SWIMMING POOLS. 
“COSTA RICA’S MOST BEAUTIFUL 

HOTEL”. 
 

            

          

          

      
                                                                                        

HOTELS●MOTELS●INNS 
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APARTOTEL LA SABANA,Sabana Norte, San José, Costa Rica, Tel:506 
22202422,Fax:506 22317386, info@apartotel-lasabana.com,  https://www.apartotel-
lasabana.com  

APARTOTEL SUITES CRISTINA ,SAN JOSÉ, COSTA RICA ,SABANA NORTE, 
info@cristina.co.cr ,PHONE: 5062220 0453, USA :1-773-253-5965, 
http://www.apartotelcristina.com  

ARANJUEZ HOTEL ,Apdo. Postal:  457-2070, San José, Costa Rica  ,Tel:506 
22561825,Fax:506 22233528 ,info@hotelaranjuez.com , 
http://www.hotelaranjuez.com  

BALMORAL, Central Avenu streets 7 $ 9, 1000 SAN JOSE, Tel: +506 2225022, E-
mail: balmoral@sol.racsa.co.cr , Web site: www.balmoral.co.cr  

BARCELÓ SAN JOSÉ PALACIO RESIDENCIAL EL ROBLEDAL,  La 
Uruca, 4581150 10107 San José de Costa Rica ,Tel:506 2220 20 34 , 
sanjosepalacio@barcelo.com , 
http://www.barcelo.com/BarceloHotels/en_GB/hotels/Costa-Rica/San-Jose-de-
Costa-Rica  

BEST WESTERN IRAZU,Tel:506 22 90 93 00, reserve@gmirazu.net,  
http://www.bestwesterncostarica.com     

BOUGAINVILLEA, 21 20 SAN JOSE, Tel: +506 2441414, E-mail: 
bougainvillea@centralamerica.com  

CAMINO REAL INTERCONTINENTAL SAN JOSÉ Próspero Fernández 
Highway and Boulevard Camino Real Escazu, San José,Costa Rica 11856-1000  
SAN JOSÉ COSTA RICA TEL: (506) 289-7000 FAX: (506) 289-8998 
caminoreal@ticonet.co.cr  

CASA CONDE APARTOTEL & SUITES SAN JOSE,Tel:506 25867300,  
reservaciones@grupocasaconde.com ,http://www.grupocasaconde.com  

COCOON HOTEL,San José, Calle Central, Avenida 9, Tel:506 22566426,  
info@cocoonhotel.cr ,http://www.cocoonhotel.cr  

COLOURS OASIS RESORT,Triángulo de Pavas,Rohrmoser, San José, Costa 
Rica,Tel:506 22961880 ,Fax:506 22961597 ,info@coloursoasis.com,  
http://coloursoasis.com  

COSTA RICA MARRIOTT HOTEL P.O.Box 502-4005 San Antonio de Belén. 
Costa Rica   SAN JOSE COSTA RICA TEL: 506 298 0000 FAX: 506 298 0011  

CROWNE PLAZA SAN JOSE COROBICI ,Tel:: 506-2543-6000, 
info@corobicicp.co.cr , http://www.ihg.com/crowneplaza/hotels/us/en/san-
jose/sjocp/hoteldetail  

GRANO DE ORO,Calle 30, Avenida 2 y 4, San José,Costa Rica,Phone: 506 
22553322,Fax: 506 22212782,info@hotelgranodeoro.com , 
http://www.hotelgranodeoro.com  

HEMINGWAY INN, Calle 9 Avenida 9, SAN JOSE, Tel: +506 2211804, E-mail: 
hemingway@amerisol.com  

HOLIDAY INN SAN JOSE DOWNTOWN AUROLA, 5th Avenue and 5th 
Street,San Jose, 1000 Costa Rica,Tel:506 25231000,Fax:506 22483101, 
info@aurolahotels.com , http://www.aurolahotels.com  

HOSTEL CASA COLÓN,San José, Costa Rica,Tel:506 22560276, 
info@hostelcasacolon.com , http://www.hostelcasacolon.com  

HOTEL CASA LEON,Tel: 2221-1651 ,info@hotelcasaleon.com  
,http://www.hotelcasaleon.com  

HOTEL DUNN INN,Calle 5 Avenida 11,San Jose Barrio Amon 11681-1000, Costa 
Rica: 506-2222-3232,Toll Free: 1-800-545-4801,Fax: 506-2221-4596, 
http://hoteldunninn.com  

HOTEL EL MARAGATO,tel: 506 22227313, tours@hotelmaragato.com , 
http://www.hotelmaragato.com  

HOTEL ISLA VERDE,10109 San José - Pavas, Costa Rica,Tel:506 22325203, 
info@hotelislaverdecostarica.com ,https://www.hotelislaverdecostarica.com  

HOTEL LE BERGERAC ,Phone: 506 22347850, reservations@bergerachotel.com  
http://www.bergerachotel.com  

HOTEL PUNTA ISLITA PO Box 242-1225 Plaza Mayor San José, Costa Rica  
SAN JOSÉ COSTA RICA TEL: +1506 290 4259 FAX: +1506 232 2183 
www.slh.com/puntisla/  

HOTEL SANTO TOMAS ,Avenue 7 Between Streets 3 & 5,Tel: 506 22550448,  
Fax: 506 2222 3950 ,info@hotelsantotomas.com ,http://www.hotelsantotomas.com  

HOTEL SLEEP INN PASEO LAS DAMAS,3rd Avenue 9 & 11 st.,San Jose, 
Costa Rica,Tel:506 25216500,  gerenciahotel@sleepinnsanjose.com,  
http://www.sleepinnsanjose.com  

 

KC HOTEL SAN JOSÉ,Tel:506 2519 4100, 
info@kcsanjose.com,  http://www.kcsanjose.com  

 
 
LA CASA VERDE DE AMORI, Calle 7 Avenida 9, San Jose, Tel: +506 2230969, 

E-mail: casaverde@sol.racsa.cr  
PALMA REAL HOTEL & CASINO ,Tel: 506 2290 50 60, Fax: 506 2290 41 60, 

info@hotelpalmareal.com, http://www.hotelpalmareal.com  
PARK INN BY RADISSON SAN JOSE, COSTA RICA,Ave 6, Street 28 494-

1007 San Jose  Costa Rica ,Tel:506 22571011 , reservas@parkinncostarica.com , 
http://www.parkinn.com/hotel-sanjose  

PARQUE DEL LAGO, 1007 SAN JOSE, Tel: +506 2578787, E-mail: 
parklago@sol.racsa.co.cr , Web site: www.parklagoaol.racsa.co.cr  

PRESIDENTE, Central Avenue, 7 Street, SAN JOSE, Tel: +506 2223022, E-mail: 
info@hotel-presidente.com , Web site: www.hotel-presidente.com  

QUALITY HOTEL Centro Colon 590 Edificio Centro Colon, Box 433-1007    
SAN JOSE COSTA RICA TEL: 257-2580   

RADISSON HOTEL SAN JOSE COSTA RICA ,Calle Central y Tercera 
Av. 15, P.O. Box 538-2120 ,Calle Blancos, San Jose ,Costa Rica,Tel:506 
20106000 , FAX:506 22578221 , ventasradisson@radisson.co.cr , 
http://www.radisson.com/san-jose-hotel-cr-494-1007/crsanjos  

RINCON DEL VALLE HOTEL & SUITES,Phone: 506 22961001, 
info@hotelrincondelvalle.com ,http://www.hotelrincondelvalle.com  

SHERATON SAN JOSE HOTEL ,PHONE: 506 40550505,  
reservas@sheratoncr.com  ,http://www.sheratoncr.com  

TALAMANCA, AVENIDA 2 Calles 8, 1000 SAN JOSE, Tel: +506 2335033, E-
mail; talamanca@sol.racsa.co.cr  

TRYP SABANA HOTEL BY WYNDHAM,Avenue 3, calles 38 y 40, Calle 
38, San José 1000, Kostaryka,Tel:506 2547 2323, http://thewyndham.com  

VILLAS DEL RIO, 1000 SAN JOSE, Tel: +506 2898833, E-mail: 
apvrio@sol.co.cr  

QUEPOS 
COSTA VERDE, Tel: +506 7770584, E-mail: costaver@sol.racsa.co.cr , Web 

site: www.costaverde.com elle de San Carlos, QUESADA, Tel: +506-
4699091, E-mail: tilajari@tilajari.com , Web site: www.tilajari.com  

 
 
 
LIMON INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT , , Costa Rica, PO Box 261, Limon, 

Tel: +506 758-13-79, +506 758-06-59, Fax: +506 758-13-79, Email: 
arlnor@yahoo.com  

LINEAS AEREAS COSTARICENSES SA , Region: Central America & 
Caribbean, Address: PO Box 1531-1000, San Jose, Tel: 00506 290 27 27, 
Fax: 00506 232 41 78, Web site, www.centralamerica.com  ,  Stockholder: 
TACA Group, Main Base: Santa Jose 

SAN JOSE - JUAN SANTAMARIA AIRPORT , Costa Rica, PO Box 5026-
1000, San Jose, Alajuela, Tel:  +506 443-08-40, +506 66-06-95, Fax: 
(Ops/Commercial) +506 443-12-44 

 

 
 

 

AIRLINES/HELICOPTERS/AIRPORTS
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SAN JOSE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RESTAURANT BAR-B-Q EL CHICOTE , Telephone: (506) 232-0936, Fax: (506) 

231-1742, E-Mail: chicote@racsa.co.cr  
RESTAURANT LA PRINCESA MARINA , Telephone: (506) 296-3739, Fax: 

(506) 296-0481 
RESTAURANT MACHU PICCHU , Telephone: (506) 222-7384, Fax: (506) 255-

2243 
SANTA ANA 
CAFÉ DE ARTISTAS , Telephone: (506) 228-6045, Fax: (506) 228-7469 
RESTAURANTE CERUTTI, Telephone: (506) 228-9954, Tel/Fax: (506) 228-4511 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

CENTRAL LINE ,Tel:506 22219115,Fax:506 22489129, 
info@transportescentralline.com ,http://www.transportescentralline.com  

EXPRESO PANAMA,San José, Costa Rica: Terminal de Empresarios Unidos 
de Puntarenas, Tel:506 22217694, Fax: 506 22330439,   
http://www.expresopanama.com  

INCOFER,Oficinas Centrales,Avenida 20-22,Calle Central, San José, Costa 
Rica,Tel: 506 2542 5800,Fax: 506 2257 7220 Apartado 1009 - FECOSA, 
info@incofer.go.cr , http://www.incofer.go.cr  

HEREDIA - SAN JOSÉ RAILWAY,http://horariodetren.com/cr  
NICA EXPRESSO ,Tel:506 2256 3191 ,info@nicaexpreso.net,  

https://nicaexpreso.online.com.ni  
TICA BUS,Tel:506 2296 9788,info@ticabus.com, http://www.ticabus.com  
TICKETBUSCR,San Pedro, Montes de Oca, San Jose, Costa Rica, Tel:506 

84269018,book@ticketbuscr.com   ,http://www.ticketbuscr.com/international-
buses  

TICO TRAIN TOUR, 
http://www.parajesdetiquicia.com/tours_costa_rica/tico_train_tour.htm  

 
 
 
 
AEROTEC COSTA RICA,P.O.Box 1246 Moravia 02150San Jose,  Costa 

Rica, Phone:506 83762880,http://www.aeroteccr.com  
AEROTOUR,Tel.506 22321248 ,Fax.506 2220-2527, 

mercadeo@ascensovertical.com  ,http://www.aerotourcr.com  
HELI JET ,Costa Rica Hangar 33,Tobias Bolaños Airport in San José , Tel:506 

2231 6970,info@flyhelijet.com   ,http://www.flyhelijet.com  
VOLAR HELICOPTERS ,Tel:506 2290 9742 ,Fax:506 2231-0401 , 

reservations@volarhelicopterscr.com  ,www.volarhelicopterscr.com  
 
 
 
 
ALAMO COSTA RICA ,Tel:506 22427733,alamocostarica@grupoanc.com , 

http://www.alamocostarica.com  
AVIS COSTA RICA,Tel:506 22932222,info@avis.co.cr, http://www.avis.cr  
BUDGET RENTAL COSTA RICA ,Tel: 506 24362000, 506 24404412, 

http://www.budget.co.cr  
DOLLAR RENT A CAR,Tel: 2443 2950,info@dollarcostarica.com  , 

https://www.dollarcostarica.com  
ECONOMY RENT A CAR,Tel: 506 

22992000,reserve@economyrentacar.com , 
https://www.economyrentacar.com/costa-rica  

HERTZ COSTA RICA,Tel:506 22211818,  sales@24x7supportcenter.com,  
https://www.hertzcostarica.com  

NATIONAL CAR RENTAL ,Tel: 506 2242 7878 ,Fax: 506 2242 7990  
https://www.natcar.com/main.cfm  

TOYOTA RENT A CAR ,Phone: 506 2256 5713,Fax: 506 2222-7875, 
sales@toyotarent.com, https://toyotarent.com  

 
 
 
 

PUNTARENAS 
COONATRAMAR R.L. ,323-5400 Puntarenas, Costa Rica, Tel:506 26611069 

,  Fax: 506 26612197,coonatramar@ice.co.cr , http://www.coonatramar.com  
THE TAMBOR FERRY,Tel: 506 26612084,  Fax: 506 26612160  

www.navieratambor.com     
 
 
 
 
HOLLAND AMERICA LINE (HAL), HAL ZAANDAM,300 Elliott Avenue 

West, Seattle, WA 98119 USA,Fax: 206–905–8962, 
guestrelations@hollandamerica.com  ,    
http://www.hollandamerica.com/cruise-vacation-onboard/Zaandam  

OCEANIA CRUISES, OCEANIA INSIGNIA,Suite ABC, Beresford House, 
Town Quay, Southampton, SO14 2AQ, United Kingdom,Tel: 44 845 5051920, 
https://www.oceaniacruises.com/ships/insignia  

PRINCESS CRUISES,Tel:1-800-PRINCESS, Richmond House, Terminus 
Terrace, Southampton, SO143PN, 
http://www.princess.com/excursion/exlistfordestination.do?portid=PA4&exType
=S&t=T  

ROYAL CARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL (RCL), RCL JEWEL OF THE 
SEAS,Tel: 1 305 3410204,infouk@rccl.com  , 
http://www.royalcaribbean.com/findacruise/ships/class/ship/home.do?shipCod
e=JW  

ROYAL CARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL (RCL), RCL LEGEND OF 
THE SEAS ,Building 2, Aviator Park, Station Road, Addlestone, Surrey, 
KT15 2PG, infouk@rccl.com 
http://www.royalcaribbean.com/findacruise/ships/class/ship/home.do?shipCod
e=LG  

WINDSTAR CRUISES,Phone: 877 7501454, info@windstarcruises.com, 
http://www.windstarcruises.com/Destinations/Panama-Canal  

 

RESTAURANTS & BARS 

 
 

Restaurant Al Horno  
Telephone: (506) 290-2858 and 290-2860  

Fax: (506) 289-5501  
E-mail: alhorno@racsa.co.cr    

 
pizzas and other dishes made on an old-fashioned 

firewood grill and oven 

BUS & RAILWAY STATIONS 

HELICOPTERS 

CAR HIRE/TAXIS/SERVICES 

FERRIES 

CRUISE & SHIPPING LINES  


