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Country Dialling Code (Tel/Fax): ++262 
Comite du Tourisme de la Reunion: Place du 20 decembre 1848, Bp 615, 
97472 Saint-Denis, Reunion, Tel: 210 041, Fax: 210 021 
Capital: Saint Denis Time: GMT + 4 
Background: The Portuguese discovered the uninhabited island in 1513. From the 
17th to the 19th centuries, French immigration supplemented by influxes of Africans, 
Chinese, Malays, and Malabar Indians gave the island its ethnic mix. The opening of 
the Suez Canal in 1869 cost the island its importance as a stopover on the East Indies 
trade route.   
Location: Southern Africa, island in the Indian Ocean, east of Madagascar   
Map References: World  
Area: total: 2,512 sq km land: 2,502 sq km water: 10 sq km   
Climate: tropical, but temperature moderates with elevation; cool and dry from May 
to November, hot and rainy from November to April  
Terrain: mostly rugged and mountainous; fertile lowlands along coast 
Natural Resources: fish, arable land, hydropower  
Population: 720,934 (July 2000 est.)  
Nationality: noun: Reunionese (singular and plural) adjective: Reunionese 
Ethnic Groups: French, African, Malagasy, Chinese, Pakistani, Indian  

Religions: Roman Catholic 86%, Hindu, Muslim, Buddhist (1995)  
Economy: The economy has traditionally been based on agriculture. Sugarcane 
has been the primary crop for more than a century, and in some years it accounts for 
85% of exports. The government has been pushing the development of a tourist 
industry to relieve high unemployment, which amounts to more than 40% of the labor 
force. The gap in Reunion between the well-off and the poor is extraordinary and 
accounts for the persistent social tensions. The white and Indian communities are 
substantially better off than other segments of the population, often approaching 
European standards, whereas minority groups suffer the poverty and unemployment 
typical of the poorer nations of the African continent. The outbreak of severe rioting in 
February 1991 illustrates the seriousness of socioeconomic tensions. The economic 
well-being of Reunion depends heavily on continued financial assistance from France.  
Industries: sugar, rum, cigarettes, handicraft items, flower oil extraction  
Currency: 1 French franc (F) = 100 centimes  
Railways: 0 km 

Highways: total: 2,784 km paved: 2,187 km unpaved: 597 km (1987 est.)  
Ports and Harbors: Le Port, Pointe des Galets 
Airports: 2 (1999 est.) Airports - with paved runways: total: 2 2,438 to 3,047 m: 1 
914 to 1,523 m: 1 (1999 est.)  
Visa: Passport and Visa requirements for Reunion are subject to constant change 
and travelers are advised to contact the Consulate or the Consular section of the 
French Embassy for up-to-date information before finalizing travel arrangements.  
Duty Free: The island of Reunion is and Overseas Department of France, and 
therefore duty-free allowances are the same as those for France. See France section. 
Health: A yellow fever vaccination certificate is required  from travelers over one 
year of age arriving from infected areas. A cholera vaccination certificate may be 

required from travelers arriving from infected areas. There is a risk of typhoid, but not 
of polio. All water should be regarded as being potentially contaminated.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

CILAOS 
HOTEL LE VIEUX CEP, Rue des Trois-Mares 2, 97143 Cilaos, Reunion, Tel: 

+33 262 317189, Fax: +33 262 317768, le.vieux.cep@wanadoo.fr  
HÔTEL RESTAURANT LES CHENETS - 40E, Chemin des Trois Mares 
97413 CILAOS, Tél : 0262 31 85 85 - Fax : 0262 31 87 17, 

http://www.leschenets.fr  
HÔTEL  TSILAOSA - Rue du Père Boiteau - 97413 CILAOS - Tél : 02 62 37 

39 39, Fax : 02 62 37 39 38, http://www.tsilaosa.com  

SAINT-DENIS 
DOMAINE DES JAMROSES, 6 Chemin Du Colorado, La Montagne, Phone-

No: 262 23-59-00 
HÔTEL BELLEPIERRE, 91 bis, allée des Topazes, 97400 Saint-Denis, La 

Réunion, Tél. : 0262 51 51 51, Fax : 0262 51 26 02, http://concorde-
bellepierre.com  

HÔTEL LE JULIETTE DODU, 31, rue Juliette Dodu, 97400 Saint Denis, Ile 
de La Réunion, Telephone : +262.262.20.91.20, Fax : +262.262.20.91.21, 
jdodu@runnet.com , http://www.hotel-jdodu.com  

MERCURE CRÉOLIA SAINT-DENIS LA RÉUNION, 14, rue du Stade 
Montgaillard  97400 SAINT DENIS DE LA REUNION - REUNION ISLAND, 
Tel : (+262)2/62942626, Fax : (+262)2/62942727 - @ : H1674@accor.com , 
http://www.mercure.com  

RÉSIDENCE LANCASTEL , 6, rue Henri Vavasseur, 97400 Saint-Denis, Ile 
de la Réunion, Tel : + 262 262 94 70 70, Fax : + 262 262 20 12 05 

SAINT-GILLES 
ALAMANDA HOTEL , 81 Avenue de Bourbon,97434 Saint Gilles les Bains, 

Tel: 0262331010, Fax: 0262240242,alamanda.hotel@alamanda.fr  
http://www.alamanda.fr   

HOTEL BOUCAN CANOT, 32,rue de Boucan Canot,97434 Saint Gilles les 
Bains-Reunion,Ph: +262 33 44 44,Fax: +262 33 44 45, 
http://www.boucancanot.com  

HOTEL LES AIGRETTES , Domaine des Aigrettes,30, Chemin 
Bottard, 97434 - Saint-Gilles-les-Bains, Ile de la Réunion, Tel : + 262 262 
33 05 05, Fax : + 262 262 24 30 50, resweb@apavou-hotels.com  

HOTEL LE MAHARANI, 28, route du Boucan, St Gilles les Bains, Reunion 
Island, Phone: 262-245300 

HÔTEL LE NAUTILE, 60, rue Lacaussade - 97434 La Saline Les Bains - Ile 
de La Réunion, Telephone : 02.62.33.88.88 , Fax : 02.62.33.88.89 
,nautile@runnet.com , http://www.hotel-nautile.com  

HÔTEL LE SAINT ALEXIS, 97434 Saint-Gilles-les-Bains, E-mail : 
reception@hotelsaintalexis.com , http://www.hotelsaintalexis.com  

HÔTEL SWALIBO,9 rue des salines - 97 434 LA SALINE LES BAINS, Tél : 0 
262 24 10 97 / Fax : 0 262 24 64 29, info@swalibo.com  , www.swalibo.com    

L'HERMITAGE, AVENUE DE LA MER , BP33, 97434 SAINT GILLES LES 
BAINS , REUNION ISLAND, Tel (+262)2/62244444 , Fax (+262)2/62240167, 
E-mail H0462@accor.com  , http://www.novotel.com  

LES VILLAS DU RECIF , 50 Avenue du Bourbon - 97434 Saint-Gilles les 
Bains, Tel. + 262 (0)2 62 70 01 00, Fax : +262 (0)2 62 70 01 07, 
reservation@villas-du-recif.fr ,   http://www.villas-du-recif.fr  

LES VILLAS DU LAGON , 28 rue du Lagon - 97434 SAINT GILLES LES 
BAINS , Tel : +262 (0) 262 70 00 00, Fax : +262 (0) 262 70 00 07, 
reservation@villas-du-lagon.com ,  http://www.villas-du-lagon.com  

MERCURE ST-GILLES BLUE BEACH LA RÉUNION, 40 Avenue de la 
Mer Les Filaos  97434 SAINT GILLES LES BAINS - REUNION ISLAND, Tel : 
(+262)2/62245025 - Fax : (+262)2/62243622 , H1126@accor.com   , 
http://secure.mercure.com  

SALAZIE 
LES JARDINS D'HEVA , 16 rue Lacaussade-Chemin Bellevue Hellbourg, 

97433,Salazie,Tel: 0262478787, http://www.fransurf.com  
MARE À VIEILLE PLACE , Chemin du Butor, 97433 Salazie, Tél. : +262 (0) 

262 46 35 35 , Fax : +262 (0) 262 46 35 36 , 
ledomainedessonges@wanadoo.fr , http://www.relaisdescimes.com  

 
 
 
 
BOURBON VOYAGES, BP 128, Saint Denis 97464, Reunion Tel: 

203867 Fax: 216818 
 
 
 
 

AIR AUSTRAL - Service Clientèle Zone aéroportuaire Roland Garros - BP611, 
97472 Saint Denis Cedex – Réunion, Courriel : clients@air-austral.com , 
http://www.air-austral.com  

SAINT-DENIS - ROLAND GARROS AIRPORT , Reunion, 97438 Sainte-
Marie, Tel: +262 (0)48.80.00,Fax: +262 (0)48.80.46, Email: 
arrg.dir@reunion.cci.fr , Website: www.reunion.aeroport.fr  
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