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Country Dialling Code (Tel/Fax): ++27

South African Tourism Board (SATOUR): Street address: 12 Rivonia Road,
lllova, Sandton 2196, South Africa Tel: (11) 778 8000 Fax: (11) 778 8001 E-mail:
info@satour.co.za Website: www.southafricahouse.com

Capital: Pretoria Time: GMT + 2

Background: After the British seized the Cape of Good Hope area in 1806, many of
the Dutch settlers (the Boers) trekked north to found their own republics. The
discovery of diamonds (1867) and gold (1886) spurred wealth and immigration and
intensified the subjugation of the native inhabitants. The Boers resisted British
encroachments, but were defeated in the Boer War (1899-1902). The resulting Union
of South Africa operated under a policy of apartheid - the separate development of the
races. The 1990s brought an end to apartheid politically and ushered in black majority
rule.

Location: Southern Africa, at the southern tip of the continent of Africa

Map References: Africa

Area: total: 1,219,912 sq km, land: 1,219,912 sq km, water: 0 sq km note: includes
Prince Edward Islands (Marion Island and Prince Edward Island)

Climate: mostly semiarid; subtropical along east coast; sunny days, cool nights
Terrain: vast interior plateau rimmed by rugged hills and narrow coastal plain
Natural Resources: gold, chromium, antimony, coal, iron ore, manganese, nickel,
phosphates, tin, uranium, gem diamonds, platinum, copper, vanadium, salt, natural
gas

Population: 43,421,021

Nationality: noun: South African(s), adjective: South African

Ethnic Groups: black 75.2%, white 13.6%, Colored 8.6%, Indian 2.6%

Religions: Christian 68% (includes most whites and Coloreds, about 60% of blacks
and about 40% of Indians), Muslim 2%, Hindu 1.5% (60% of Indians), indigenous
beliefs and animist 28.5%

Languages: 11 official languages, including Afrikaans, English, Ndebele, Pedi,
Sotho, Swazi, Tsonga, Tswana, Venda, Xhosa, Zulu

Economy: South Africa is a middle-income, developing country with an abundant
supply of resources, well-developed financial, legal, communications, energy, and
transport sectors, a stock exchange that ranks among the 10 largest in the world, and
a modern infrastructure supporting an efficient distribution of goods to major urban
centers throughout the region. However, growth has not been strong enough to cut
into the 30% unemployment, and daunting economic problems remain from the
apartheid era, especially the problems of poverty and lack of economic empowerment
among the disadvantaged groups. Other problems are crime, corruption, and
HIV/AIDS. At the start of 2000, President MBEKI vowed to promote economic growth
and foreign investment by relaxing restrictive labor laws, stepping up the pace of
privatization, and cutting unneeded governmental spending. His policies face strong
opposition from organized labor.

Industries: mining (world's largest producer of platinum, gold, chromium),
automobile assembly, metalworking, machinery, textile, iron and steel, chemicals,
fertilizer, foodstuffs

Currency: 1 rand (R) = 100 cents

Railways: total: 21,431 km, narrow gauge: 20,995 km 1.067-m gauge (9,087 km
electrified); 436 km 0.610-m gauge (1995)

Highways: total: 534,131 km, paved: 63,027 km (including 2,032 km of
expressways), unpaved: 471,104 km (1998 est.)

Ports and Harbors: Cape Town, Durban, East London, Mosselbaai, Port Elizabeth,
Richards Bay, Saldanha

Airports: 744 (1999 est.) Airports - with paved runways: total: 143 over 3,047 m: 9
2,438 to 3,047 m: 4 1,524 to 2,437 m: 46 914 to 1,523 m: 73 under 914 m: 11 (1999

est.) Airports - with unpaved runways: total: 601 1,524 to 2,437 m: 33 914 to
1,523 m: 303 under 914 m: 265 (1999 est.)

Visa: required by all except the following for business and tourist purposes:
nationals of British, Australian, Canadian, USA, other EU and other Asians.

Duty Free: permitted goods: 400 cigarettes and 50 cigars and 250g of tobacco;
1 litre of spirits and 2 litres of wine; 50ml of perfume and 250ml of eau de toilette;
gifts up to a value of R500 per person.

Health: a yellow fever vaccination certificate is required from all travellers
arriving from endemic or infected areas. Malaria risk exists throughout the year in
the low altitude areas of the Northern Province. Tap water is considered safe to
drink in urban areas but may be contaminated elsewhere and sterilisation is
advisable.
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CAPE TOWN

A SUNFLOWER STOP, CAPE TOWN, Telephone us on +27 21 434-6535,
Fax us on +27 21 434-6501, Email us on devine@sunflowerstop.co.za ,
http://www.sunflowerstop.co.za

CAPE GRACE, West Quay Road, Victoria & Alfred Waterfront, Cape Town,
PO Box 51387, Waterfront 8002, South Africa , Tel: +27 21 410 7100 Fax:
+27 21 419 7622, E-mail: info@capegrace.com , http://www.capegrace.com

CAPE HERITAGE HOTEL, 90 Bree Street, Cape Town, 8000, Tel: +27 21
424 4646, Fax: +27 86 616 7281, E-mail: info@capeheritage.co.za
http://www.capeheritage.co.za

FORMULE 1 HOTEL, JOHANNESBURG, Cnr Colombine & Rifle Range
Road, SOUTHGATE, SOUTH AFRICA , Tel : (+27) 011 942 3350, Fax : (+27)
011 942 4450, http://www.hotelformulel.com

HOLIDAY INN, CAPE TOWN CITY CENTRE , 101 ST GEORGES MALL,
CAPE TOWN, 8001, SOUTH AFRICA , 27-21-4808300, Hotel Fax: 27-21-
4808330, http://www.ichotelsgroup.com

JOHANNESBURG OR TAMBO AIRPORT JOHNANNESBURG INTL
AIRPORT, JOHANNESBURG, 00000 ,SOUTH AFRICA, Front Desk: +27-
11-9615400 ,Fax: +27-11-9615401, http://www.ichotelsgroup.com

METROPOLE

HOTEL - CAPE TOWHN

38 Long Street, Cape Town 8001
PO Box 173, Cape Town 8000
Tel : +27 21 4247247, Fax : +27 21 4247248
www.metropolehotel.co.za
info@metropolehotel.co.za

MOUNT NELSON HOTEL , 76 Orange Street, Cape Town, Republic of
South Africa , 8001, Tel: +27 21 483 1000 (switchboard), Fax: +27 21 483
1001 Email: reservations@mountnelson.co.za , http://www.mountnelson.co.za

NH THE LORD CHARLES HOTEL, Corner Faure & Stellenbosch Roads,
Somerset West, 7130, Cape Town, South Africa, Tel No: (021) 855 1040, Fax
No: (021) 855 1107, E-mail: info@nh-hotels.co.za , http://www.nh-hotels.co.za

PORTSWOOD V AND A WATERFRONT, Mind Pearl House, West Quay
Road, V & A Waterfront, Cape Town, Tel. +27 (0) 21 438 3972,
info@waterfrontvillage.com , http://www.waterfrontvillage.com

RADISSON SAS HOTEL WATERFRONT,Beach Road, Granger Bay, P.O
Box 50041, Waterfront, 8002, Telephone:+27 21 441 3000, Fax:+27 21 441
3520, info@radissonsas.co.za , http://www.radissonsas.com

THE BAY HOTEL, p o box 32021, camps bay, cape town, 8040,
http://www.thebay.co.za

THE WESTIN GRAND CAPE TOWN ARABELLA QUAYS, Convention
Square, Lower Long Street, Cape Town 8000, South Africa, Phone: (27)(21)
4129999, Fax: (27)(21) 4129001, http://www.starwoodhotels.com

THE VICTORIA AND ALFRED HOTEL, On the Waterfront Pierhead, Cape
Town, South Africa, 8001, P O Box 50050, Waterfront, South Africa, 8002, Tel
No. +27 (0) 21 419 6677, Fax No. +27 (0) 21 419 8955, Email Reservations -
res@vahotel.co.za , http://www.vahotel.co.za

JOHANNESBURG
AFRICAN PRIDE MELROSE ARCH, Johannesburg, Cnr. Arthur's Rd &

Main Road, Sea Point, Postal: PO Box 75, Sea Point, 8060, R.S.A , Phone
+27 21 430 5000, Fax: +27 21 430 5320, http://www.africanpridehotels.com
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HYATT REGENCY JOHANNESBURG, 191 Oxford Road, TRUMPS GRILLHOUSE, Shop No. 11, Nelson Mandela Square, Crn Maude
Rosebank,Johannesburg, South Africa 2132, Tel: +27 11 280 1234 Fax: +27 11 and Fifth Street, Gauteng, Johannesburg, Sandton, Tel (011) 784 2366, Fax

280 1238 , Email: johannesburg.regency@hyatt.com
http://johannesburg.regency.hyatt.com

MARISTON HOTEL, Johannesburg, 30-38 Claim Street, Johannesburg 2001,
P.0.Box 31554, Braamfontein, 2017, Tel: (011) 720-0911, Fax: (011) 720-4218,
http://www.maristonhotel.co.za

MERCURE JOHANNESBURG RANDBURG, Cnr Republic road and Randburg
Waterfront road Po Box 2438 2125 JOHANNESBURG - SOUTH AFRICA, Tel :
(+27)11/3263300 - Fax (+27)11/7894175 - @ H3134@accor.com
http://www.mercure.com

SAXON BOUTIQUE HOTEL AND SPA, 36 Saxon Road, Sandhurst,
Johannesburg, PO Box 567, Saxonwold, 2132, South Africa, Telephone: +27 11
292 6000 Facsimile: +27 11 292 6001 , http://www.saxon.co.za

THE BACKPACKERS RITZ OF JOHANNESBURG, 1A North Road, Dunkeld
West, 2196, South Africa, Postal Address:PO Box 412 460, Craighall, 2024, South
Africa, Phone:+27 +11 325 7125/2520, Fax:+27 +11 325 2521,
Email:ritz@iafrica.com. http://www.backpackers-ritz.co.za

Johannesburg - South Africa
Tel: 0861 44 77 44
Fax: +27 (0)11 461-9741
e-mail: contactus@southernsun.com
http://www.southernsun.com
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THE MISTY HILLS COUNTRY HOTEL, 69 Drift Boulevard, Muldersdrift,
Johannesburg 1747, South Africa, Tel: +27 11 950 6000 Fax: +27 11 957 3212,
sales@rali.co.za, http://mistyhills.warwickhotels.com

THE WESTCLIFF HOTEL, 67 Jan Smuts Avenue, Westcliff, Johannesburg, South
Africa , Tel: +27 (0)11 481 6000 Email: reservations@westcliff.co.za ,
http://www.westcliff.co.za

RESTAU & BARS

JOHANNESBURG

A CHURRASQUEIRA, 122 Main Street, Rosettenville, Johannesburg, Gauteng,
2130, Tel: +27 11 435 4092

BELLGABLES COUNTRY RESTAURANT, DF Malan Drive, Muldersdrift,
Johannesburg Gauteng, 1747, Phone: +27 (0) 11 659 0430, Web:
http://www.bellgables.co.za

BROWNS OF RIVONIA, 21 Wessels Road, Johannesburg 2128 South Africa, +27
11 803 7533, info@browns.co.za, http://www.browns.co.za

BUTCHER SHOP & GRILL, Shop 30, Sandton Square, Johannesburg 2146 South
Africa, +27 11 784 8676 / +27 11 784 8677, thebutchershop@mweb.co.za
Jhttp://lwww.thebutchershop.co.za

CALISTO'S PORTUGUESE RESTAURANT, 69 Turf Club Road (next to fire
station), Turffontein, Johannesburg 2190, +27 11 683 5390, Fax: +27 11 434 4657,
Jorge@calistos.co.za, Gary@calistos.co.za , http://www.calistos.co.za

CARNIVORE JOHANNESBURG, 69 Drift Blvd, Johannesburg 1747 South Africa,
+27 11 950 6061, carnivore@rali.co.za , http://www.rali.co.za/idx_carnivore.htm

JIMMY'S KILLER PRAWNS, 12 Kings Road, Johannesburg, Gauteng, 2194,
Phone: +27 11 455 1731, http://www.jimmyskillerprawns.com

LE CANARD, 163 Rivonia Road,Johannesburg 2057 South Africa, +27 11 884 4597,
chet@icon.co.za , http://www.lecanard.co.za

(011) 783 2675

HISTORICAL SITES

JOHANNESBURG

GOLD REEF CITY, Northern Parkway, Johannesburg 2159 South Africa, +27

11 248 6800, info@goldreefcity.co.za , http://www.goldreefcity.co.za
SOWETO, Johannesburg 2000 South Africa, +27 73 310 5886,

http://www.joburg.org.za/soweto

NATIONAL PARKS & ZOOS

JOHANNESBURG

LION PARK, 2114 near the corner with Hans Strijdom (R512), Johannesburg
2194 South Africa, +27 11 691 9905, lionpark@cknet.co.za , http://www.lion-
park.com

ENTERTAINMENTS

JOHANNESBURG

RHINO AND LION NATURE RESERVE, Kromdraai Road, Krugersdorp
1739  South  Africa, +27 11 957 0109, (trs@iafrica.com
http://www.rhinolion.co.za

SUN CITY TOUR, Valley of the Waves, Johannesburg 0316 South Africa, +27
11 327 2000 (Gauteng Tourism Authority

BLOEMFONTEIN AIRPORT , South Africa, Bloemfontein 9300, Tel: +27
(0)51 433-2901, Fax: +27 (0)51 433-2862, Email: webmaster@airports.co.za,
Website: www.airports.co.za

CAPE TOWN INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, South Africa, Cape Town ,
Tel: +27 (0)21 937-1200, Fax: +27 (0)21 936-2937, Email:
webmaster@acsa.co.za , Website: www.airports.co.za

COMAIR LTD, Region: Africa, Address: PO Box 7015 Bonaero Park 1622, Tel:
0027 11 921 01 11, Fax: 0027 11 973 16 58, Web site: www.ba.co.za, Main
Base: Johannesburg International Airport

DURBAN INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT , South Africa,Tel: +27 (0)31 451-
6666, Fax: +27 (0)31 451-6674, Email: webmaster@acsa.co.za , Website:
www.airports.co.za

EAST LONDON AIRPORT , South Africa, East London 5200, Tel: +27 (0)43
706-0304, Fax: +27 (0)43 706-0313, Email: webmaster@acsa.co.za ,
Website: www.airports.co.za

GEORGE AIRPORT , South Africa, PO Box 10000, George 6530,Tel: +27
(0)44 876-9310, Fax: +27 (0)44 876-9027, Email: loraine@airports.co.za,
Website: www.airports.co.za

JOHANNESBURG - OR TAMBO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT , South
Africa, Johannesburg 1627, Tel: +27 (0)11 921-6911, , Fax: +27 (0)11 394-
0806, Email: webmaster@acsa.co.za, Website: www.airports.co.za

KIMBERLEY AIRPORT , South Africa, Kimberley 8300, Tel: +27 (0)53 830-
7100, Fax: +27 (0)53 851-1032, Email: webmaster@airports.co.za, Website:
www.airports.co.za

PORT ELIZABETH INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT , South Africa, Tel: +27
(0)41 507-7348, Fax: +27 (0)41 507-7340, Email: webmaster@acsa.co.za ,
Website: www.airports.co.za

SOUTH AFRICAN AIRWAYS LTD, Region: Africa, Address: Airways Park
Jones Road, Private Bag X13 Johannesburg International Airport 1627, Tel:
0027 11 978 11 27, Fax: 0027 11 978 11 26, Web site: www.saa.co.za , Main
Base: Johannesburg

UPINGTON AIRPORT , South Africa, Upington 8800, Tel: +27 (0)54 337-
7900, Fax: +27 (0)54 332-6502, Email: webmaster@airports.co.za, Website:
Www.airports.co.za

CRUISES AND SHIPPING LINES

SAGA HOLIDAYS, Tel: 0800 056 6096, www.sagaholidays.co.uk

JOHANNESBURG

MUSEUM AFRICA, Africa's Rich Heritage, 121 Bree Street, At Wolhunter
Street, Newtown, Johannesburg, Gauteng, 2001, Phone: +27 11 833 5624,
Fax: +27 11 833 5636
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